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Message from

	 the President

	 Weatherford College is enjoying an all-time 

record high enrollment and a 62 percent increase 

in philanthropic giving to the Weatherford 

College Foundation. No wonder we remain 

the fastest-growing college in North Texas. This 

edition of The Hilltop features those stories and 

more.

	 This fall, WC also enjoyed the largest expansion 

of academic program offerings in college history. 

Included in that prolific expansion was our new 

bachelor of science degree in computer science 

and an expansion of our existing associate of arts program in robotics. Our students 

now have more academic opportunities than ever before in college history…including 

five bachelor’s degrees.

	 Also included in this edition is a showcase of our WC service trip to Central Texas 

to assist flood victims, as well as a highlight of our forthcoming Messiah concert 

tradition. Whether serving our fellow citizens or celebrating the arts, our WC 

stakeholders do it right!

	 Of course, the big story is the construction of our new five-story, $100,000,000 

student union building. This beautiful new facility will transform Weatherford College.

	 Enjoy this edition of The Hilltop, and as always, thank you for your support of 

Weatherford College. 
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by Crystal Woerly
	 With a record-breaking 7,242 credit students enrolled in Fall 
2025, Weatherford College continues to set the pace as the fastest-
growing college in North Texas, marking a 9.7 percent increase 
over the previous year and approximately 30 percent more students 
than two years ago.  
	 The continued enrollment surge is a reflection of the college’s 
expanding academic offerings, state-of-the-art facilities and the 
culture of caring that allows students and faculty to thrive.  
	 “We are thrilled to see this continued growth,” said WC 
President Tod Allen Farmer “At a time when many colleges across 
the nation are facing declining enrollment and even closure, WC 
is thriving.”  
	 Weatherford College’s success is rooted in a culture of high 
expectations and deep care for its students. Faculty and staff are 
not only educators—they’re mentors, advocates and champions 
for student success.  
	 “I reach out to students who are falling behind and offer to help 
them,” said Laura Cummins, Spanish instructor. “I care about 
them as people, and I want them to be successful in my classes.”  
	 This culture of caring is echoed by students like Ivy Powell, a 
business major and women’s basketball player from Killeen.  
	 “It’s a great community,” she said. “They care about more than 
just your schoolwork. They care about how you feel.”  
	 WC’s academic expansion is a key driver of enrollment 
growth. The college now offers five bachelor’s degrees, including 
organizational leadership, which Mayce Pangle, a student from 
Denton, is currently pursuing after completing her associate degree 
at WC in May.  

	 “We’re growing so fast because of how many new associate and 
bachelor’s degrees we’re getting,” she said.  
	 In the robotics and automation program, enrollment has 
skyrocketed from 54 students in Fall 2022 to 564 in Fall 2025, 
according to program director Dr. Bill Alexander.  
	 “Articulation of technical degrees to a bachelor’s degree has 
provided greater depth and breadth of a clearly defined pathway 
for my students,” Alexander said. “Many have chosen to continue 
their academic journey at WC for this reason.”  
	 The addition of the Emerging Technologies and Workforce 
Building has been a game-changer for hands-on learning.  
	 “The ETWB has provided an environment where students 
choose WC over other schools because of the cutting-edge 
technology in clean and inviting spaces designed for learning,” 
Alexander said.  
	 Tammie Farr, a welding student in the ETWB, said the 
environment at WC is supportive, especially for first-generation 
students.  
	 “If the teachers see that you’re putting in the effort, they will 
help you with just about anything you need,” she said.  
	 WC’s commitment to affordability and access is evident in its 
use of open educational resources. All Spanish classes, for example, 
are zero-cost textbook courses, saving students hundreds of dollars.  
	 “All materials used are free for students and accessed through 
the Canvas online classroom,” Cummins said.  
	 Dual credit enrollment has also jumped 16.9 percent from Fall 
2024 to Fall 2025, with 2,471 high school students now earning 
college credit through WC.  

FASTEST-GROWING COLLEGE  
IN NORTH TEXAS

continues with Growth on page 6

WC CONTINUES GROWTH TRAJECTORY
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RODEO AT WC

MEMORIES

Roderick “Roddy” T. Coquat, 71, of 
Mineral Wells, passed away September 15. 
Former WC Fire Academy instructor.

Mable McDavid Davee, 95, of 
Weatherford, passed away August 12.

Juan Manuel “Manny” Flores, Jr., 35, of 
Decatur, passed away July 8.

Myrtle Lois Jones Hardin, 90, of Aledo, 
passed away July 29.

Charles Kenneth Locke, 91, of 
Arkadelphia, Arkansas, passed away May 
21. A former WC counselor.

Randy Dale Marr, 61, of Mineral Wells, 
passed away October 6.

Hazel Sharese Robertson, 52, of 
Springtown, passed away May 18. A 
graduate of the WC licensed vocational 
nurse program.

Wayne Robinson, 94, of Azle, passed away 
September 11.

Nana Sue Shaw, 92, of Peaster, passed away 
August 30. 

Richard Gloyd “Rick” Stanley, 72 of 
Weatherford, passed away July 29.

Sherri Suzanne Stockton, 67, of Bridgeport, 
passed away July 31. 

Thresea Killion Tabor, 81, of Weatherford, 
passed away May 26. 

Jeremy Alan Teague, 44, of Shawnee, 
Oklahoma, passed away September 12.

Marion Turner, 78, of Breckenridge, 
passed away August 29.

Jacqueline “Jackie” Nicole Clarkson 
Walker, of Weatherford, passed away 
September 7.

Eric Dale Warren, 53, of Weatherford, 
passed away September 18. Former 
assistant training coordinator for the 
WC Police Academy.

Ruby Elaine Hass Willingham, 77, of 
Abilene, passed away October 4, 2023.

	 In a region built on ranching heritage 
and agriculture, rodeo has been a part of 
Weatherford College for decades.
	 Tie-down roper Dan Webb is believed to 
be the first WC alumnus to qualify for the 
Wrangler National Finals, qualifying eight 
times between 1978 and 1986. He is a member 
of the Texas Rodeo Cowboy Hall of Fame.
	 Mike Brown helped revive the WC rodeo 
program in 1983. Members of his 2005 
team qualified for the College National 
Finals Rodeo in Casper, Wyoming, and WC 
has been represented in every CNFR since.
	 Another hall of famer, Johnny Emmons 
took over as head coach in 2012. Emmons 
has coached five individual national 
champions as well as the women’s team 
national champion in 2022.

1949 1974

2008

2015

2022
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CONSTRUCTION TO BEGIN  
ON NEW STUDENT UNION

	 The $100 million student union project is moving forward, 
with the Weatherford College Board of Trustees having recently 
sold tuition revenue bonds to secure the necessary funding. 
The design for the five-story, 116,000-square-foot facility is 
complete, and the college is currently on track to break ground 
in January 2026. This new building will serve as a centralized 
“one-stop shop” for students, consolidating advising, enrollment, 
dining and wellness services.
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	 While many colleges across the United States are facing 
an enrollment cliff due to declining birth rates that occurred 
after the 2008 recession, WC is defying the trend. Nationally, 
more than 70 colleges have closed or merged since 2020. Yet, 
Weatherford College continues to grow thanks to its strategic 
vision, community partnerships and unwavering focus on 
student success.  

	 “I think Dr. Farmer has understood the process of growing a brand,” 
said Mike McGough, occupational therapy assistant instructor. “He’s 
provided leadership by being attentive to faculty and staff.”  
	 From national championships in rodeo to award-winning arts 
programs and a growing international student body, Weatherford 
College is no longer a hidden gem—it’s a rising star.  
	 “Our best days lie ahead,” said Farmer. “Because now, we have 
momentum.”  

	 For over a quarter-century, Weatherford College’s annual 
performance of Handel’s “Messiah” has served as the official musical 
kickoff to the Christmas season in Parker County, drawing capacity 
crowds to the Alkek Fine Arts Center.  
	 This year, the college’s community tradition returns to the stage at 
7 p.m. on Monday, Dec. 8. Admission is free and seating is limited, 
so arrive early.  
	 What began in 1998 as a simple request from then-WC President 
Jim Boyd to start a community choir has blossomed into one of 
the college’s most popular and enduring fine arts events.  
	 “The following was instant,” said Rob Laney, the choir’s 
founding director and current WC music faculty member. “In the 
next year, the theatre was so full we had to bring in extra chairs 
for the audience.”  
	 The concert’s enduring appeal, which survived a brief silence 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, is rooted in both the majesty of 
the music and the dedication of the performers.  
	 Current choir director Rick Rainey, an accomplished musician 
and adjunct instructor who recently completed his 24th session 
with the Dallas Opera, brought the concert back with a single 
expectation: “That the members of Parker County Community 
Choir that I had enjoyed singing with for so many years would 
joyously return to sing with us… and so many did!” 
	 Rainey attributes the concert’s popularity to its perfect timing 
and the composition itself.   
	 “Messiah is considered among the greatest musical works ever 
written, and it has become a part of many families’ cherished 

Christmas traditions here in Weatherford,” he said.  
	 He is quick to praise the volunteer spirit of the choir members.  
	 “The best part about directing is definitely the people involved,” 
he said. “This group selflessly dedicates their time and efforts to this 
performance. It is a sharing of energy and a deep love for music.”  
	 Evone Scott, a dedicated choir member since 2002, has missed 
only one performance. She continues to participate to keep her 
musical skills sharp and for the camaraderie.  
	 “I also love to reunite with members each year,” she said. “Some 
of us have been together for more than a decade. It is nice to see 
the choir come back together each year and continue to hone 
its performance.”  
	 Both directors and members have strong attachments to various 
parts of the oratorio. Rainey names the ubiquitous “Hallelujah” 
chorus as his favorite for its “majestic triumph, proclaiming that 
‘The Lord God omnipotent reigneth.’”  
	 “It reminds me of what Christmas is all about and why it is such 
a celebration of giving and true love,” he said.  
	 Laney, however, favors the profound complexity of “Surely He 
Hath Bourne Our Griefs,” noting that the music beautifully mirrors 
the profound message of grace and peace. Scott said, “For unto us 
a child is born” is always a crowd favorite.  
	 “I personally love chords with dissonance,” she said. “I don’t 
think I could pick a true favorite, but the song ‘Since by Man Came 
Death’ holds a special place in my heart. I love the simplicity of the 
notes, yet the powerful way dynamics and phrasing tell the story 
of Christ’s death for us.” 

Growth from page 3.

by Crystal Woerly

THE ENDURING HALLELUJAH: 26 YEARS OF MESSIAH  
AND THE COMMUNITY CHOIR THAT KEEPS IT GOING 
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WC HOSTS FIRST HOME  
LONE STAR REGION RODEO

	 The Parker County Sheriff’s Posse Arena was the backdrop 
for the first home event for the WC rodeo team as part of 
the newly-formed Lone Star Region. Both the men’s and 
women’s teams were crowned reserve champions at the event 
in October.
	 Great crowds and a winning attitude made it a weekend to 
remember for the Coyotes. Head rodeo coach Johnny Emmons 
commented on how nice it was to see the community come 
and show their support for WC.

	 “I know it will grow from here,” he said. “I think we impressed 
a lot of people with the quality of the production and competition 
level. We had a great rodeo and look forward to the next one!”
	 Emmons also said it was a good showing from both teams, who 
put in the work for their families and friends in attendance.
	 “I was very pleased with our performance.”
	 WC’s Jake Shelton took home the men’s all-around champion 
award, competing well in the tie down roping, steer wrestling and 
steer roping events.

STAY UP-TO-DATE WITH RODEO 
& ALL WC ATHLETICS AT  
WCATHLETICS.COM 
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WEATHERFORD COLLEGE	
AROUND CAMPUS

1a., b., & c. Volunteers from across the community helped students 
move into their new dorm rooms at Vickie and Jerry Durant Hall 
and Coyote Village in August. Justin Hooper and volunteers from 
First Financial Bank joined President Farmer, Weatherford Mayor 
Pro-Tem Zack Smith and WC Board Vice Chair Doug Dowd, 
representing Plains Capital Bank.

2a. & b. The Fall semester kicked off on Aug. 25 with another record 
enrollment. WC employees like Dana Orban and Debbie Alexander 
were among the faculty and staff making sure students found their 
way to class and started the semester successfully. 
3a. & b. Students took advantage of sunny skies after the first date 
of the fall semester cookout was rained out. Both the cheerleaders 
and the new dance team, The High Steppers, made appearances at 
the Memorial Plaza with a short performance. 

1a. 1b. 1c.

2a. 2b. 3a.

3b.

4a. 4b. 5.
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4a. & b. Alumni enjoyed fellowship and refreshments at a mixer 
held at Durant Hall June.
5. Linda Mahaney got into the spirit of the WC Ex-Students’ 
Hawaiian-themed meeting in June. The Exes meet at the Alumni 
House every month. To get on the mailing list email ssodek@wc.edu.
6a. & b. Summer theater wrapped up with two dazzling productions. 
The schedule included a children’s friendly performance of “Snow 
White and Rose Red” (6a) and a full musical production of Roger 
and Hammerstein’s classic “Cinderella” (6b). 

7a. & b. Congratulations to our future educators! WC’s 34 student 
teachers celebrated a major milestone as they were matched with 
schools across the service area to begin their internships in September. 
8a., b., & c. Welcome Week introduced new and returning students 
to life as a Coyote! The week was packed with fun activities, 
including free t-shirts and food, spirited karaoke, indoor and 
outdoor games (volleyball, cornhole, basketball), a club fair, and a 
fun bowling night at Film Alley. 

6a. 6b.

7.

8a. 8b. 8c.
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The family of Laverne Needham 
George ,  WC Class of 1948, has 
established a new permanent scholarship 
endowment with the WC Foundation. 
The Laverne Needham George Scholarship 
will be earmarked for education students 
as Mrs. George was a career teacher. 
Pictured with President Farmer are Mrs. 
George’s children: Dr. David George, 
Cathy Gurica and Susan Hutton.

Chandler Lacefield has established 
a new permanent scholarship endowment 
with the Weatherford College Foundation. 
The Chandler Lacefield Scholarship will 
be earmarked for first generation college 
students. At age 29, Lacefield is believed 
to be the youngest donor to establish an 
endowment in WC history. Pictured with 
Lacefield is WC President Tod Allen Farmer.

FOUNDATION UPDATE

ENDOWED DONORS

	 Donna Dickinson donated a brand-new Steinway & Sons grand piano to Weatherford College, expanding on WC’s status 
as an All-Steinway Institution. Dickinson made the gift in honor of her late mother, Patsy Davis. 
	 The new Model M has Spirio technology, which turns the instrument into a high-resolution player piano, able to recreate 
performances from the world’s greatest pianists. WC was the first community college to earn All-Steinway Spirio status. 
	 Dickinson (pictured, right), a past recipient of the WC Alumna of the Year Award, is pictured with President Farmer, her 
daughter Taylor Price and her sister Cheryl Bullock. 

DICKINSON DONATES STEINWAY 
SPIRIO GRAND PIANO TO WC

Parker County Retired School 
Personnel  has established a new 
scholarship endowment with the WC 
Foundation. The scholarship will be 
earmarked for students entering the field 
of education. Pictured with President 
Farmer are members of the organization’s 
scholarship committee (Donna Ashburn, 
left; Pam Morgan and Kay Crumley, right) 
and PCRSP President Lynda Wright. 
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	 The Weatherford College Foundation has announced a 62 
percent year-over-year increase in contributions in the 2025 fiscal 
year, which ended Aug. 31. Donors gave more than $818,000 to 
support WC students compared to approximately $505,000 in 
the previous fiscal year.
	 “This year’s unprecedented level of giving is a testament to the 
deep belief our community has in the power of education,” said 
Brent Gough, WC Foundation president. “These contributions 
directly impact the lives of our students—providing scholarships 
and ensuring that Weatherford College continues to be a place of 
opportunity.”
	 Donors have given more than $9.7 million to the WC 
Foundation in the last 10 years.
	 Gifts are designated for a number of programs, with scholarships 
being the most popular. Individuals, companies and foundations 
also made gifts to support the Student Emergency Fund as well 
as WC’s fine arts, athletics, agriculture and other programs.
	 “Yet again, the friends of Weatherford College have collectively 
gone above and beyond in their philanthropic efforts,” said 

	 The WC Foundation hosted its 25th annual golf 
tournament, presented by Impact Mechanical, at 
Canyon West Golf Club in October.
	 The tournament raised approximately $40,000 
for the foundation, including $10,000 from Impact 
Mechanical to build the Rod Embry Scholarship Fund.
	 Prosperity Bank’s team of Kent Hudson, Jack 
Swain, Gary Pittman and Dean Hayhurst won the 
tournament on a scorecard playoff, carding a 52. 
Community National Bank (52) took second place 
and third place went to First Financial Bank and First 
Financial Trust (53).

WC President Tod Allen Farmer. “Thanks to their generosity, 
Weatherford College is changing more lives than ever before.”
	 In fiscal year 2025, the foundation received 474 gifts.  In 
addition to multiple five- and six-figure donations, the foundation 
received more than 340 gifts of $500 or less. Leaders are also 
working with multiple donors regarding estate gifts through the 
foundation’s planned giving program.
	 Along with Gough and Farmer, the WC Foundation Board of 
Directors includes Nancy Stuart (vice president), Justin Hooper 
(treasurer), Jacy Guynes (secretary), Ashtyn Anderson, Dr. Arleen 
Atkins, Lin Bearden, Jamie Bodiford Brinkley, Warren Creason, 
Doug Dowd, Vickie Durant, Roy Eaton, Lisa Flowers, Paul Gray, 
Chris Hodges, Sen. Phil King, Dr. Sumant Kumar, Lonna Leach, 
Sheryl Lesch, Dr. Tom MacKenzie, Courtney Paschall, Mike Scott 
and Mark Tackett. 
	 Established in 1978, the WC Foundation exists to support 
Weatherford College and its students. For more information, visit 
wc.edu/foundation or contact Brent Baker, executive director, at 
bbaker@wc.edu or 817-598-6275.

WC FOUNDATION SEES 62 PERCENT 
GROWTH IN CONTRIBUTIONS

Congratulations to Dr. Scott Tarnowieckyi, associate vice president of 
student services & athletics on the publication of his essay, “Reluctant 
Yankees: The Lower Green River Country of Kentucky, 1861,” in 
the recently released book, Hundreds of Little Wars: Community, 
Conflict, and the Real Civil War, from LSU Press.

DOWNLOAD YOUR FREE ESTATE PLANNING 
KIT FROM THE WC FOUNDATION’S NEW 
PLANNED GIVING WEBSITE!
wc.planmygift.org

DONORS GIVE NEARLY $10 MILLION TO SUPPORT STUDENTS IN THE LAST 10 YEARS

WC FOUNDATION PRESENTS 25TH ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT
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	 The 8th Annual Presidential Luncheon was held in the Alkek 
Fine Arts Center in October. 
	 President Tod Allen Farmer updated the audience on the 
college’s recent accomplishments and exciting future plans, and 
honored several individuals who have made a lasting impact on 
the institution:
•	 Duane Durrett is now dean emeritus of arts after a 50-year 
career at WC;

•	 Bob McKinley is now athletic director emeritus after having 
served as AD for more than 40 years;
•	 Dr. Hyeyoung Song received the Presidential Service Award for 
raising the profile of the institution through the WC International 
Piano Competition;
•	 Rosalinda Villazana earned a Presidential Core Value Coin 
for her positivity and caring attitude toward students in the 
WC Cafeteria. 

PRESIDENTIAL 
LUNCHEON 2025
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WC ANSWERS CALL FOR WC ANSWERS CALL FOR 
AID IN SAN SABAAID IN SAN SABA

	 In the aftermath of the July 4 floods in Central Texas, the spirit 
of service that defines Weatherford College was put into action.
	 From 5 a.m. to 11 p.m. on July 30, a convoy of 114 students, 
faculty, staff, and community volunteers traveled to San Saba, 
transforming a single-day service project into a testament to serving 
one’s neighbor.
	 “True leadership begins with service to others,” said Grant Mills 
to the Weatherford College Board of Trustees at their September 
meeting, where he briefed them on the day of service. “Together, 
we’re preparing students not only to succeed academically, but to 
lead in our community. We are working to create a campus culture 
where service is not just encouraged, but expected.”
	 The sheer scale of the day was immediate, with volunteers splitting 
into focused teams to address critical needs. The efforts were 
coordinated alongside the college’s leadership team and community 
partners to deliver maximum impact.
	 A team of nearly 40 volunteers, led by Jeff Oaks of Love 
Weatherford, collected 350 trash bags, nearly doubling his previous 
personal record for a single day. The team also removed over 4.5 
tons of debris from the city’s cemetery, park and golf course.
	 In the overwhelmed fellowship hall of a local church, 10 
volunteers transformed the chaos, preparing over 5,000 items for 
distribution. They organized 30 to 40 tables stacked with clothing 
and emergency supplies, arranging every shirt by size and color to 
create a functional “shopping spree” for affected residents.
	 Another team, working alongside North Side Baptist Church’s 
Special Operations group, cleared four full-sized, grown trees and 
performed essential fence repair.
	 An eight-person skills team attended to a local home where 
floodwaters had destroyed the entire floor. This team replaced the 
entire subfloor, laid new flooring, and had already begun laying tile 
before the day concluded.
	 The fence crew worked throughout the day, restoring more 
than 150 yards of fence line. This crew removed old posts, used 
a bulldozer to clean the area, restaked the line and installed new 
barbed wire.
	 The visible results of the day’s labor were matched by the 
emotional impact felt by the community.
	 “All I can say is wow,” said Scott Glaze, public works director of 
San Saba. “Those kids from Weatherford College are truly amazing. 
They have huge hearts that care about helping people. We are truly 
blessed by God in this town!”
	 For his leadership efforts in coordinating this event, Mills received 
the Presidential Core Value Coin. His coordination of this trip 
exemplifies the college’s commitment to service and community 
through faith, hope and love. 
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Robby Bergerson was promoted to fire 
chief for the City of Waco.

Crystal Corona (’17) is now the clinical 
coordinator for the diagnostic medical 
sonography program at South College.  

MiMi Farr graduated magna cum laude 
from Texas Christian University with 
a Bachelor of Science in Psychology 
degree in May. 

Crystal George (’17) is now a housing 
counselor at the University of North Texas. 

JuanEtta Lamb Gilbert celebrated her 
100th birthday with family and friends at 
the Millsap Community Center in July. 

Jacob Guerrero was named second team 
All American by the D2 Conference 
Commissioners Association. Guerrero 
currently plays baseball for Angelo State 
University.

Jack Hargrove (’22) was named the 
director of development for the Lamar 
University baseball program. 

Joe Heineman (’15) became head of 
business development at Novacore, a 
specialty insurance company, in July. 

Phil Jennings was named Aledo ISD 
director of transportation in June. 

Neil Noakes (’97) joined the American 
Warrior Association as chief of strategic 
advancement in July. Noakes recently 
retired as chief of the Fort Worth Police 
Department. 

Chase Pendley earned honorable mention 
status as a designated hitter by the D2 
Conference Commissioners Association. 
Pendley currently plays for the Angelo 
State baseball team. 

Deepak Silwal (’09) accepted the position 
of controller at CAE USA in May. 

Anne Todd welcomed a baby girl, 
Sutton Wren, on May 31. 

Amanda Traylor (’02) won the Region 
15 Superintendent of the Year Award 
in July. Traylor is superintendent of 
Veribest ISD in the San Angelo area.

Robin Villeneuve (’23) was named to 
the All-Big 12 Baseball Second Team 
and earned Academic All-District 
Team honors from College Sports 
Communicators. The Quebec native 
plays for Texas Tech University.

Skylar White-James (’14) has been 
promoted to senior scientist at NCH 
Life Sciences.

Bruce and Laura Wiggs celebrated their 
65th wedding anniversary in August. 

	 The Northern Texas Junior College Athletic Conference voted 
WC Athletic Director Jeff Lightfoot into its hall of fame this 
summer. President Farmer and Board of Trustees Chair Dan Carney 
surprised Lightfoot with the announcement at the July board 
meeting.
	 After 23 years as the WC baseball head coach, Lightfoot became 
athletic director of Weatherford College in the spring of 2025.
	 Through the 2025 season, Lightfoot amassed a record of 912 
wins, 565 losses and one tie, including four years at Eastfield College 
and 23 years at WC.

LIGHTFOOT INDUCTED 
INTO CONFERENCE  

HALL OF FAME

SANDERS INDUCTED INTO STEINWAY 
TEACHERS HALL OF FAME
	 Fredrick Sanders was inducted into the 
Steinway & Sons Teacher Hall of Fame 
during a ceremony in New York City in 
October.
	 The honor recognizes exceptional 
educators for their commitment and passion 
for piano instruction.

	 Sanders, WC’s director of jazz studies, is an accomplished 
performer and educator known for his innovative use of Steinway’s 

Spirio high-definition player piano technology in the classroom.
	 He joins the college’s Dr. Hyeyoung Song, who was inducted 
in 2023.
	 “We are incredibly proud of Fredrick Sanders’ accomplishments,” 
said WC President Tod Allen Farmer. “It’s remarkable for 
Weatherford College to have one Steinway & Sons inductee — 
much less two.”
	 A former Weatherford College student, Sanders previously 
received the college’s Distinguished Alumnus Award.
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Dr. Arleen Atkins
G.B. and Arlene Bailey
Elizabeth and Brent Baker
BHB Inc.
J. Chris Blair
CBRE
Challenge of Tarrant County
Dotti Chesney
Clear Sky Health
Mitchell Cochran
Jean Cook
Verna Coomer
Donna Dickinson
Edward Jones 
	 Charitable Gift Fund
Stephanie Edwards
Eidson Family  
	 Charitable Foundation
First Bank Texas
First Financial Bank

to the following donors who gave recent gifts to the  
WC Foundation (as of October 10, 2025)THANK YOU

First Financial Trust
Kevin Gaunt
Robert and Betty Gharis
Carolyn Glenn
Dale and JoAnn Glenn
Gough Wealth Management
Jacy Guynes
Huckabee Community  
	 Excellence Fund
Imperial Construction
Mandy Ivey
Doug Jefferson
Cass Jenkins
Cathy Johnson
Mark and Janet Jones
JRJ Construction
Dawn Kahlden
Chandler Lacefield
Sharron Lawrence
Randall Linville

Byron and Elaine Little
Ben and Dora Long
Mark McNeill
Medical City Weatherford
Christi Mills
Lucas Nicotra
North Side Baptist Church
Odessa and Tom J.  
	 Miller Scholarship
Michelle Owens
Parker County Women’s and 	
	 Newcomers’ Club
Paul and Courtney Paschall
Suzie Jary and Eric Pratt
Zan Prince
Jane Pritchard
Prosperity Bank
Mark and Debby Riebe
Dr. William and Paula Roddy
Smyrl Family Living Trust

Southwest Ford
Jared Stewart
Brenda Lee Stout-Powell
Mark and Brenda Tackett
Dr. Scott Tarnowieckyi
Texas Bank
The Brandt Companies
Joe and Patsy Tison
Twentieth Century Club  
	 of Weatherford
Matt and Staci Tyler
Vic Verstraete
Wayne Hodges Trailer Sales
WCWC Faculty and Staff
WHS Class of 1961
Joe and Karen Wilkinson
Dr. Shannon and  
	 Damian Ydoyaga
Mack and Gloria Young

PRESIDENT ANNOUNCES REORGANIZATION
	 WC President Tod Allen Farmer announced a reorganization 
of a few key areas of the institution this summer.
	 Dr. Alex Ibe is now assistant vice president of student services 
and athletics. Ibe has spent 23 years at the college, most recently 
as dean of emerging technology and workforce.
	 Dr. Scott Tarnowieckyi is now associate vice president of 
academics. He joined WC in 2010, and is moving back to the 

instructional area after a time as VP of student services and 
athletics.
	 A search for a new dean of emerging technology and 
workforce is ongoing.
	 “This administrative reorganization will simultaneously help 
us to strengthen our leadership team and, more importantly, to 
further enhance student success in the process,” Farmer said. 

WC interns assist PCSO through 911  
dispatch center upgrade  

	 Weatherford College students made a real difference in their 
community through hands-on participation in a recent remodel of 
the Parker County 911 dispatch center. A group WC cybersecurity 
students helped the Parker County Sheriff’s Office navigate a 
system overhaul and extensive renovation. They were on hand at 
an open house held on Sept. 4 attended by WC faculty and Parker 
County Sheriff Russ Authier.

	 Weatherford College’s agriculture program is thriving, thanks in 
part to the effective outreach of its program director, Vance Christie. 
This summer, WC ag faculty and students made their presence known 
at key events, including the Texas State 4-H Horse Show and the 
State FFA Convention. These appearances are just one part of the 
program’s recruiting efforts which lead to full classes.

WC ag programs stay busy with summer outreach
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	 November 11	 RJAM Leadership Concert

	 November 13	 A Night with Steinway Spirio

	 November 15	 Coyote Chase Race - 5K and 1-mile run
	 November 24-28	 Thanksgiving Break - College Closed

	 December 2	 Spring 2026 Registration Open for All

	 December 4	 Hope for the Holidays Jazz Concert
	 December 5	 Choir Concert
	 December 8	 Community Choir Messiah Concert
	 December 11	 Bi-Annual Student Art Exhibition
	 December 22 - 	 Winter Break - College Closed
	 January 2
	
	 January 12	 Tuition Payment Deadline
	 January 19	 Martin Luther King Jr. Day - College Closed
	 January 20	 First Day of 2026 Spring Term

	

UPCOMING EVENTS

SCAN QR CODE FOR 
WC CALENDAR 
WC’s calendar page is the best way to stay
up-to-date with all WC events.


